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Fourth Annual Meadowlands Moth Night  

To Be Held Monday July 20 at DeKorte Park 8:30-10 pm 
 

LYNDHURST, N.J. – Residents are invited to become citizen scientists as they learn about, 

observe and celebrate the beauty, diversity and ecological importance of moths at the Fourth 

Annual Meadowlands Moth Night. This free event at the Meadowlands Environment Center on 

Monday, July 20, from 8:30-10 pm helps kick off National Moth Week.   

 

Dr. Elena Tartaglia, a co-founder of National Moth Week, will give an engaging presentation on 

these spectacular yet misunderstood cousins of butterflies. Industrial-strength lamps and white 

sheets will be set up in DeKorte Park and sugar bait will be used to attract moths for easier 

viewing.  

 

“Moths are important pollinators of native plants,” Dr. Tartaglia said. “They visit plants to get 

nectar and in the process, their large furry bodies can carry a lot of pollen. They are an important 

component of food webs as they serve as prey for birds, small mammals, lizards and predatory 

insects.” 

 

National Moth Week is an international event that encourages children and adults to become 

citizen scientists by contributing photos and observations to online databases. “Mothers” of all 

skill levels can document moths in their backyards, parks and neighborhoods. For more 

information, visit www.nationalmothweek.org.  

 

Fast Facts 

• Moths  can  give  us  clues  about  the  health  of  their  environment.  Decreasing 

numbers in some locations can indicate problems in the ecosystem. 

• Moths are among the most diverse and successful organisms 

on earth. Scientists estimate there are 150,000 to more than 500,000 moth species. 

• Shapes and sizes span the gamut from as small as a pinhead to as large as an adult’s hand. 

 

To register for Meadowlands Moth Night, visit www.njmeadowlands.gov. For information email 

communications@njmeadowlands.gov or call 201-460-4619. The Meadowlands Environment 

Center is located at 2 DeKorte Park Plaza in Lyndhurst.  
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