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Butterfly Festival, History Talks, Animal Visit, and 

Pontoon Boat Cruises Highlight Summer Event Schedule 
 

LYNDHURST, N.J. – The highly-anticipated Sixth Annual Butterfly Day, lively discussions about the long 

and storied history of the Meadowlands, visits from majestic falcons and eagles, and leisurely and 

educational pontoon boat cruises are among the highlights of the New Jersey Sports and Exposition 

Authority’s (NJSEA) 2015 Summer Senior Events. The schedule also includes programs geared toward 

the entire family.   

 

Butterfly Day, our signature summer event, is scheduled for Sunday, July 26, from 10 am to 3 pm. The 

family-friendly event traditionally draws hundreds of children and includes butterfly walks and 

educational presentations for all ages and information and displays for attracting butterflies at home. 

Kids’ activities include a homemade butterfly costume contest, face painting and a scavenger hunt.  

 

All ages are also invited to National Moth Night on Monday, July 20, from 8:30 to 9:30 pm. The evening 

features an engaging presentation and a chance to see these misunderstood cousins of butterflies in 

DeKorte Park, where industrial-strength lamps and white sheets will be assembled to attract the moths.  

 

The schedule also includes a series of Meadowlands History Talks for seniors that both entertain and 

educate. The discussions, which all run from 1 to 2:30 pm, are scheduled for Wednesday, June 10, 

Monday, June 29 and Thursday, July 9. Seniors can also see falcons and a Golden Eagle up-close during 

a “Meet the Raptors” event on Wednesday, June 17, from 3 to 4:30 pm. Special pontoon boat rides for 

seniors are slated for 5 to 6 pm and 6 to 7 pm on Tuesday, July 14.  

 

Additional activities include twice-monthly nature walks with the NJSEA and the Bergen County 

Audubon Society, a solstice celebration, decoupage class, Independence Day concert and night of music 

at River Barge Park.  

 



 

Below is a complete listing of 2015 Summer Senior Events.  

 

All programs are free and take place or meet at the Meadowlands Environment Center (MEC) in DeKorte 

Park in Lyndhurst unless otherwise noted. Registration is required for all programs. For more 

information on how to register, visit www.njsea.com, email communications@njmeadowlands.gov or 

call 201-460-4619.     

 

 

JUNE 
 

Friday, June 5, 10 am – noon 

National Trails Day Walk, DeKorte Park 

Landscape architects Katy Weidel, Joanne DiLorenzo and Lisa Cameron will escort groups through the 

one-square-mile park while discussing its history and the hurdles they overcame to build it. You’ll also 

learn what’s beneath the surface, as well as what pants and animals are found in the park.  

 

Sunday, June 7, 10 am – noon 

Guided Plant Walk, DeKorte Park 

Join botanist Edith Wallace and Don Torino of the Bergen County Audubon Society as they look for 

plants that attract birds and butterflies and discuss which would work best in your home garden. We’ll 

also keep an eye out for these winged marvels. 

 

Wednesday, June 10, 1 – 2:30 pm 

Lost Stories of the Meadows 

NJSEA Landscape Architect Katy Weidel will take you back in time to when the Hackensack River was 

home to a seaplane base during World War II, and explain how the landscape was shaped by the Civilian 

Conservation Corps, which recruited young men in the 1930s and 1940s to help conserve and protect 

natural resources throughout the nation.  

 

Tuesday, June 16, 10 am – noon 

Nature Walk, Laurel Hill Park, Secaucus 

We’ll keep an eye out for Laurel Hill’s family of Common Ravens, shorebirds, herons, nesting ospreys 

and more. Meets at the parking lot by the Laurel Hill ballfields. Led by the NJSEA and the Bergen County 

Audubon Society. 

 

Wednesday, June 17, 3 – 4:30 pm 

Meet the Raptors 

Join Bill Streeter and several of his raptor friends up-close and personal, including falcons, a Golden 

Eagle and other amazing creatures from the Meadowlands region. Streeter, Director of the Delaware 

Valley Raptor Center, has been studying and rehabilitating raptors for 30 years.  

 

Sunday, June 21, noon – 1:30 pm 

Solstice Celebration, DeKorte Park 

The program starts with a brief discussion of the scientific and cultural significance of the longest day of 

the year, followed by a walk to the park’s Lyndhurst Nature Reserve, where participants will witness the 

sun reach its peak at 12:38 p.m. Attendees will also receive a craft kit to make their own sun catchers. 

 



 

 

Thursday, June 25, 2 – 3:30 pm 

Decoupage With Nature 

Learn the art of decoupage from artist and designer Mimi Sabatino. You’ll turn an empty jar into a useful 

container and a beautifully decorated work of art. Attendees must bring a clean glass jar (remove all 

labels and residue). All other art supplies will be provided. 

 

Monday, June 29, 1 –2:30 pm 

Natural History of the Meadowlands 

 Senior Natural Resources Specialist Brett Bragin will tell attendees how the Meadowlands was formed 

some 20,000 years ago during the last ice age and how nature and man have affected the region. Bragin 

will also talk about his extensive research on fish and wildlife in the Meadowlands that has documented 

a remarkable environmental renaissance.  

 

JULY 
 

Wednesday, July 1, 7 – 8:30 pm 

Independence Day Concert 

Back by popular demand, the North Jersey Concert Band will perform a selection of rousing patriotic 

numbers. Don’t forget to wear your red, white and blue! 

 

Sunday, July 5, 10 a.m. – noon  

Nature Walk, Mill Creek Point Park, Secaucus 

This walk will take us through Mill Creek Point Park and down the scenic Secaucus High School 

Boardwalk to look for shorebirds, Black Skimmers, herons and more. Led by the NJSEA and the Bergen 

County Audubon Society. 

  

Thursday, July 9, 1 – 2:30 pm 

The Secret Meadowlands 

The Meadowlands were the boyhood playground of former New Jersey Meadowlands Commission 

Naturalist Don Smith, who grew up hunting, fishing, and trapping and found himself in the middle of all 

number of adventures. Smith will share his Meadowlands memories in vivid detail.  

 

Tuesday, July 14, 5 – 6 pm and 6 –7 pm 

Seniors Pontoon Boat Tours 

Seniors have a special opportunity to experience the Hackensack River and its surrounding environment 

from the vantage point of one of our pontoon boats. Expert guides will discuss the River and its 

surrounding environment as they point out wildlife along the way. Wear comfortable footwear and 

don’t forget your camera: the cruises afford great opportunities to capture the Meadowlands’ 

spectacular natural beauty.  

Meets at River Barge Park 

260 Outwater Lane, Carlstadt 

Cost is $7 per person and advance payment is required. Rain date is Wednesday, July 22.  

 

The NJSEA also offers a full schedule of pontoon boat cruises and canoe tours for ages 10 and up 

throughout the summer. For schedules, go to www.njsea.com. 



 

 

Monday, July 20, 8:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

National Moth Night 

Representatives of National Moth Week will give a presentation on these spectacular yet misunderstood 
cousins of butterflies. Industrial-strength lamps and white sheets will be set up in DeKorte Park and 
“sugaring” will be used to attract moths.  

Tuesday, July 21, 10 a.m. – noon  

Birds and Butterflies Nature Walk, DeKorte Park 

We’ll look for swallows, herons, egrets and other birds of interest as well as butterflies and the plants 

that attract them. Led by the NJSEA and the Bergen County Audubon Society. 

 

Sunday, July 26, 10 am – 3 pm 

Sixth Annual Butterfly Day, DeKorte Park 

This highly-popular event includes butterfly walks and slide show presentations for all ages and 

information for attracting butterflies at home. NSJEA staff and volunteers from the Bergen County 

Audubon Society and the North American Butterfly Association will call out sightings of these beautiful, 

winged marvels. Kids’ activities include a homemade butterfly costume contest, face painting and a 

scavenger hunt. Rain date is Sunday, Aug. 2.  

 

AUGUST 
 

Sunday, Aug. 2, 10 am – noon 

Nature Walk, River Barge Park, Carlstadt 

We’ll stroll this beautiful park along the Hackensack River and look for ospreys, herons, egrets, and 

butterflies, and take in the scenic views. Led by the NJSEA and the Bergen County Audubon Society. 

 

Friday, Aug. 7, 7:30 – 9 p.m. 

Music by the Riverside, River Barge Park, Carlstadt 

Jazz guitarist Rick Pressler and multi-instrumentalist Ken Lipman give an improvisational, sunset 

performance under the park’s pavilion. Watch the sun set while listening to the sweet sounds of guitar 

and flute wafting on the breeze. A great way to ease into the weekend.  

 

Tuesday, Aug. 18, 10 am – noon 

Pontoon Boat Birding Cruise  

This is a guided birding trip along the Hackensack River and its marshes. We’ll look for peregrine falcons, 

ospreys, northern harriers, various egrets and herons, plus diamondback terrapins. Nature 

photographers are welcome, but you must be unobtrusive (no tripods). Led by the NJSEA and the 

Bergen County Audubon Society. 

Suggested donation $15; advance payment required. 

  

 

About the NJSEA 

Effective Feb. 5, 2015, the New Jersey Meadowlands Commission was consolidated into the New Jersey 

Sports and Exposition Authority. All former NJMC departments and programs now operate under the 

NJSEA banner.  

 



 

The NJMC (now NJSEA) is the regional planning and zoning agency for the 30.4-square-mile 

Meadowlands District, which includes parts of 14 municipalities in Bergen and Hudson counties. The 

Meadowlands District towns are: Carlstadt, East Rutherford, Little Ferry, Lyndhurst, Moonachie, North 

Arlington, Ridgefield, Rutherford, South Hackensack and Teterboro in Bergen County; and Jersey City, 

Kearny, North Bergen and Secaucus in Hudson County.  For more information, visit www.njsea.com. 

 

### 

 

 

 

 


