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4.22 Visual and Aesthetic Resour ces

4.22.1 Existing Conditions

This section of the EIS will describe the existing visual and aesthetic form of the Meadowlands
Railroad and Roadway |mprovement Project study area, as of the Fall 2004. The first half of the
exigting conditions section of the visua and aesthetic resources will describe the much larger
surrounding HMD area and the remaining half of this section will describe the area immediately
adjacent to the Meadowlands Railroad and Roadway Improvement Project.

42211 Hackensack Meadowlands District

The Meadowlands Sports Complex and adjacent properties associated with this project are near
the middle of the HMD. Most of the HMD lies close to sea level and is adjoined by ridges on the
west and east that rise to elevations that are greater than 200 feet above sea level. To the north,
the HMD is bordered by ridges that reach over 150 feet above sealevel in the city of Hackensack.
In addition to the Hackensack River, the HMD includes numerous smaller watercourses and
approximately 8,400 acres of undeveloped wetlands and salt marshes that comprise the most
dominate natural landscape features. Before the 20th century, the HMD was largely undevel oped
and consisted of approximately 20,000 acres of wetlands and cedar woodlands. During the 20th
century, drainage for mosquito control and land filling for development significantly altered the
HMD and created the present mosaic of wetlands interspersed with a mix of residential,
commercial retail, transportation, and utility infrastructure and large-scale professional sports and
gaming facilities. The Meadowlands Sports Complex facilities are highly visible from various
vantage points on the ridges to the west, east, and north from distances of two to four miles
(NJSEA, 2004).

Magjor roadways passing through the District include the NJ Turnpike and NJ Routes 3 and 17.
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor rail line and NJ TRANSIT’s Bergen County Line, Main Line and
Pascack Valley Line cross the HMD. These transportation arteries are carried on large earth fills
that stand 10 to 20 feet above the surrounding terrain. Along the Hackensack River, portions of
the shoreline are devel oped with bulkheads, small piers, and boat dips. However, where there are
no bulkheads, the shoreline is typically dominated by high marsh, shrubs, emergent forbs, and
mudflats (NJSEA, 2004).

Within the HMD, views of the Meadowlands Sports Complex and associated project properties
are partially buffered by shoreline features, wetland vegetation, and stretches of open water.
Adjacent to the Meadowlands Sports Complex is the NJ Turnpike's western spur. To a passing
observer traveling on the NJ Turnpike, Giants Stadium, the Meadowlands Racetrack, and the
Continental Airlines Arena are highly visible from both the south and northbound lanes. (NJSEA,
2004). These structures can also be intermittently viewed from several other roadways that serve
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the area including NJ Routes 3, 17, and 120 (also known as Paterson Plank Road), as well as
Washington Avenue.

42212 Area Adjacent to Meadowlands Railroad and Roadway | mprovement Project

From the adjacent roadways of the study area where the proposed rail Project would branch off
from the Pascack Valley Line towards the Meadowlands Sports Complex (NJ Route 17
northbound just south of Paterson Plank Road) there is a vacant property site that was previously
owned by Universal Oil Products and is now owned by Honeywell International Incorporated.
This site has been cleared of any structures and is currently in the process of being remediated of
any contaminants. The nearest residential areas to the western portion of the study area are
located about one-quarter mile west of NJ Route 17 in East Rutherford and Carlstadit.

Along NJ Route 17 and portions of NJ Route 120 there are numerous hotels, restaurants,
warehouses, and other businesses. Some of the views of the Meadowlands Sports Complex from
the north and west along these and other local roadways are partialy buffered by these building,
roadway and bridge structures, as well as an assortment of natural features consisting of wetlands,
salt marshes, bushes, and trees. These natural features are located on the periphery of the
Meadowlands Sports Complex and are particularly effective at shielding the views of this
complex, especialy during the spring, summer, and fall seasons when the tree leaves are at full
maturation. In particular, the area south of the intersection of westbound NJ Route 120 and Ramp
A / Berry's Creek Road contains alarge parcel of undevel oped wetlands and salt marshes that are
nearly 15 feet in height. This natural area, which is known as the Walden Marsh, is located in
close proximity to these roadways and provides a good buffer to any visual impacts from this
section of NJ Route 120.

The Meadowlands Sports Complex is approximately one-quarter mile east of the intersection of
NJ Route 120 and Murray Hill Parkway. The Meadowlands Sports Complex contains three
major facilities: the Continental Airlines Arena, Giants Stadium and the M eadowlands Racetrack.
These sports facilities form a triangle that is roughly one-half mile on each side, with the Stadium
and Racetrack located west of NJ Route 120 and the Arenalocated east of NJ Route 120. Much
of the space between these three facilities is comprised of paved surface parking lots and access
and service roads. Smaller support buildings adjoin the Stadium and Racetrack. A pair of high-
rise commercial buildings is located approximately 0.5 mile to the south of the Meadowlands
Sports Complex between NJ Route 3 and the Berry’s Creek Canal. The nearest residential areas
to the Meadowlands Sports Complex are located aong the Hackensack River in Secaucus,
approximately oneto 1.5 milesto the east.

4.22.2 No-Action Alternative

It is anticipated that visual and aesthetic conditions under the No-Action Alternative will be
similar to existing conditions.
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4.22.3 Preferred Alternative Impacts

Any visual and aesthetic impacts to the surrounding area of the proposed Meadowlands Railroad
and Roadway Improvement Project will be described in this section of the EIS. The build year
for this project is 2007. Similar to the description of the Exiting Condition, impacts will be
assessed within the much larger surrounding HMD as well as the areaimmediately adjacent to the
proposed Project.

The proposed railroad portion of this project would create an entirely new 2.3-mile rail right-of-
way branching off of NJ TRANSIT's Pascack Valey Line in East Rutherford just prior to NJ
Route 120, through the Honeywell site that is being remediated, over wetlands, marshes, and
Berry’s Creek, and onto the Meadowlands Sports Complex. The rail aignment would pass
behind the Y onkers Parking Lot, horse paddocks of the Racetrack, and terminate at the proposed
Meadowlands rail station. The proposed rail station would be located between the Racetrack and
Giants Stadium and paralel to NJ Route 120. This rail service would require numerous new
infrastructure improvements including a connection to the NJ TRANSIT Pascack Valley Line,
trackwork, bridges, viaducts and amajor new station facility.

A viaduct in the western portion of the alignment would pass over al wetlands, saline marshes,
and contaminated areas. Approximately 1,750 linear feet of two-track viaduct and 1,700 linear
feet of single-track viaduct are planned in the Wye (where the trains would diverge from the
Pascack Valley Line and onto the proposed Meadowlands rail aignment) at an elevation on
viaduct structures that are approximately 23 feet in height. The combined rail vehicle on viaduct
structure would have an overall height in the range of 35 to 40 feet. The proposed rail alignment
would travel on bridge structures over Murray Hill Parkway and Berry’s Creek. The bridge over
Berry’s Creek would be atwo-track 100-foot span with piers located in the waterway. The top of
the rail would be at an elevation of 11.65 feet, the same elevation as the top of pavement of the
nearby NJ Route 120 bridge crossing.

Roadway improvements proposed as part of this project would take place to Ramp A / Berry’'s
Creek Road which is located on the northern end of the Meadowlands Sports Complex. Other
roadways improvements proposed roughly at the center of the Meadowlands Sports Complex
would take place in the vicinity of the North Connector and West Service Roads, west of NJ
Route 120, near the proposed Meadowlands rail station. Most of these proposed roadway
improvements are relatively minor physical changes to what aready exist at the Meadowlands
Sport Complex and are necessary to improve the circulation of traffic to, from, and within this
facility.

42231 Hackensack Meadowlands District
From the larger viewshed areas of the HMD the proposed Meadowlands Railroad and Roadway

Improvement Project would not be visibly obtrusive. Motorists traveling on the roadways
surrounding this proposed project, including the NJ Turnpike, NJ Routes 3, 17 and portions of
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120, and along loca roadways at the higher elevations two to four miles from this project, would
likely not notice this project standing out in any significant way from much of the devel opment
that exists or is planned within the study area. The surrounding communities adjacent to this
project including East Rutherford, Secaucus and Carlstadt and those located at greater distances
away would not be significantly visually impacted by the implementation of this project.

42232 Area Adjacent to Meadowlands Railroad and Roadway | mprovement Project

The proposed Project railroad alignment would not be very noticeable from NJ Route 17 because
it would be partialy shielded from view by a planned shopping center that would be located on
the eastern side of NJ Route 17 and south of NJ Route 120. Some of the proposed tenants of this
retail center in East Rutherford would be a Lowe’s Home Improvement store, a Chili’ s restaurant,
and other retail stores.

Most of the western portion of the proposed rail aignment would not be very visible aong NJ
Route 120 from NJ Route 17 to Ramp A / Berry’'s Creek Road of the Meadowlands Sports
Complex to the point where this roadway curves around to head in the southbound direction.
This is a result of the shielding effect that the nearby mixture of hotels, warehouses, and other
structures, as well as wetlands and salt marshes that are located along the eastbound side of this
roadway, would have on this portion of the rail alignment.

Figure 4.22-1: Fairfield Inn from NJ Route 120 looking eastbound just prior to
the intersection of Murray Hill Parkway. This building would block the view of
the rail viaduct that would be about 600 feet from the rear of this building.

Along NJ Route 120 between Murray Hill Parkway and Ramp A / Berry’s Creek Road, the
alignment would be largely shielded from view by various stretches of wetlands, trees and bushes
located between this roadway and the proposed railroad alignment.
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Figure 4.22-2: NJ Route 120 looking eastward towards Ramp A / Berry's Creek of
Meadowlands Sports Complex with bushes and wetlands blocking the view of the
rail alignment.

As part of this Project, roadway improvements would be made to Ramp A / Berry’s Creek Road
of the Meadowlands Sports Complex from just past Plaza A as the road bends towards NJ Route
120. The U-turn off of eastbound NJ Route 120 would remain in place, with a piece of the
connecting roadway removed and possibly replaced with grass and other landscaping features.
These roadway modifications would not impact the visua landscape of this area of the
M eadowlands Sports Complex.

The proposed rail alignment from about the Yonkers Parking Lot to the proposed rail station
would be at-grade. A six-foot high chain link fence would be installed aong the length of the
railroad right-of-way between the Y onkers Parking Lot and the proposed station. This fencing is
necessary for safety reasons to prevent pedestrians from crossing the tracks. Astherail alignment
passes between the horse paddocks and a row of bushes, evergreen trees, and deciduous trees, it
would be partially shielded from view along this stretch of NJ Route 120.
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Figure 4.22-3: View from NJ Route 120 westbound U-turn showing a row of
trees that would shield the proposed rail alignment in the vicinity of the horse
paddocks.

Once the proposed railroad alignment passes by the horse paddocks and curves towards the
proposed station it would be partially obscured from view along portions of NJ Route 120 by the
numerous buildings, roadway bridge structures, trees, bushes, and fencing passes the North
Connector Road. A replacement surface parking area with approximately 500 spaces would be
constructed on the western side of the Meadowlands Sports Complex, where NJ Route 120 curves
south and passes the North Connector Roadway. The proposed Meadowlands rail station would
be located on the westbound side of NJ Route 120 between Giants Stadium and the Racetrack and
would be clearly visible along this section of NJ Route 120 that cuts through the Meadowlands
Sports Complex.

The proposed bus drop-off area, kiss-and-ride area and sidewalks would be visible from the
western portion of the Sports Complex. On the western side of the station, the kiss-and-ride area
and the adjacent parking lots would include landscaping that would serve to soften the hardscape
and improve the aesthetic appeal of the station. A new promenade area would also be created
between the proposed rail station and stadium area, physically and visualy linking the two areas
for pedestrians.

The rail station would have features similar to other NJ TRANSIT rail stations. This station
would consist of two platforms approximately 950 feet long and about 26 feet wide platforms
(one side and one center) and would be served by three tracks. the station building would be
designed to accommodate up to 800 passengers. Station amenities would include lighting,
benches, waste receptacles, bathrooms, signage and ticket vending machines. A canopied area
outside the station may also be constructed to accommodate waiting space for additiona riders.

The top of the platforms would be four feet three inches above top of rail. The platforms would
be accessible from the stadium side parking areas at three locations spaced equally along the
platform. All of the platforms would have canopies along their entire length. Platform amenities
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would include windbreak type shelters, benches and trash receptacles. Two overhead pedestrian
bridge structures would be constructed with stairs and elevators to alow access between the
platforms and the parking lots.

Roadway modifications would be made to the North Connector Road, West Service Road, Ramp
A, Ramp B, Plaza B, and Ramps E, F, K and L. These modifications would not significantly
impact the visual aesthetics of what aready exists in this area of the Meadowlands Sports
Complex.

Between NJ Route 3 westbound and NJ Route 120 northbound, much of the proposed rail station
would only be intermittently visible due to vehicular bridge and roadway obstructions, as well as
the M eadowl ands pedestrian bridge that crosses over NJ Route 120.

Figure 4.22-4: Looking from NJ Route 120 towards the location of the proposed
rail station.

Opposite the proposed rail station on the east side of NJ Route 120 there would be several large
buildings and structures adjacent to the existing Continental Airlines Arena Site, as part of the
proposed Meadowlands Xanadu Redevelopment Project. Some portions of the rooflines of the
proposed Xanadu Project structures would extend 86 to 118 feet above the roofline of the Arena
and would impact the existing views to and from the adjoining areas. From NJ Routes 3 and 120,
and the NJ Turnpike, the Arena building would only be intermittently visible within a varied
group of buildings (NJSEA, 2004). Therefore the view of the proposed rail station from points
east of the Continental Airlines Areawould be largely obstructed from this direction.

Overall, the design of the Meadowlands Railroad and Roadway Improvement Project is expected
to complement the existing elements of the Meadowlands Sports Complex. Cultural resources
investigations that were completed as part of this study did not identify any significant historic
sites or structures on or within close proximity to the Meadowlands Railroad and Roadway
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Improvement Project. Therefore, this project would not result in any visual impacts to historic
architectural features or sites.

4.22.4 Mitigation

The Meadowlands Railroad and Roadway Improvement Project would not produce any
significant visual impacts to the local communities. A landscaping plan would be prepared as part
of the engineering process and would serve to enhance aesthetic conditions associated with this
project.
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